Case 4:11-cv-00648-TCK-TLW Document 193 Filed in USDC ND/OK on 04/22/13 Page 1 of 5

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COQURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OKLAHOMA

THE CHERQKEE NATION,
Plaintiff,

V. Case No.llCV-0648
TCK-TLW

RAYMOND NASH, LARRY WASSON, ROBERT

ALLEN, KATHY WASHINGTON, LISA DUKE,

KEN SALAZAR, SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE

INTERIOR,

Defendants/Cross-Claimante/
Counter-Claimants.

V.
THE CHEROKEE NATION;

PRINCIPAL CHIEF BILL JOHN BAKER, in
his 0fficial Capacity;

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL CHIEF S. JOE
CRITTENDEN, in his Official Capacity;

REGISTRAR JOHN DOE, in his Official
Capacity;

ELECTION COMMISSION CHAIR JOHN DOE,
in his Official Capacity;

ELECTION COMMISSION VICE-CHAIR,
JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity;

ELECTION COMMISSION SECRETARY,
JOHN DOE, in his 0Official Capacity;
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ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBER 1
JOHN DOE, in his 0Official Capacity; )

BELECTION COMMISSION MEMEBER 2 )
JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity; )
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ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBER 3
JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity;

Counter-Defendants,
KEN SALAZAR, SECRETARY OF THE

INTERIOR, AND THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
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Crogs-Defendants.

ELECTION COMMISSION DEFENDANTS RESPONSE TO THE
CHEROKEE FREEDMEN'S MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION, OR IN THE
ALTERNATIVE, FOR CERTIFICATION

ELECTION COMMISSION CHAIR JOHN DCOE, in his Official Capacity;
ELECTION COMMISSION VICE~ CHAIR JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity;
ELECTION COMMISSION SECRETARY JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity;
ELECTION COMMISSION Member 1 JOHN DOE, in his Official Capacity;
ELECTION COMMISSION Member 2 JOHN DOE, in his Offiecial Capacity;
and, ELECTION COMMISSION Member 3 JOHN DOE, in his Official
Capacity (hereinafter "Commission Members") for their Response to
the Cherckee Freedmen’s Motion for Reconsideration or, in the
Alternative for Certification on file herein object to said Motion
and Certification and move the Court to deny them.

It is in the interest of all parties to have a resolution of
the matters at 1issue 1in this action as soon as reasonable
practicable in order that future elections may be conducted by the
Election Commission in a fair and legal manner without strive or

controversy and that the parties have their respective legal rights



Case 4:11-cv-00648-TCK-TLW Document 193 Filed in USDC ND/OK on 04/22/13 Page 3 of 5

know.

The Northern District case should be able to resolve the issue
of whether the Freedman may be eligible to run for office and vote
within a resasonable given the current status of the proceeding;
however, if such Motion or Certification is granted, it is likely
that a decision will not be reached for an extended period of time;
and, the Northern District Court is the most convenient forum for
almost all of the parties.

For additional Response to said the Chercokee Freedmen'’s Motion
for Reconsideration or, in the Alternative for Certification, the
response and authorities in support of Plaintiff, Cherokee Nation’s
response to the Cherckee Freedmen's Motion for Reconsideration or,
in the Alternative for Certification, and supporting authorities,
filed April 22, 2013, herein are incorporated herein in support of
the Commission Members posgsition that, the Cherokse Freedmen’s
Motion for Reconsideration or, in the Alternative for Certification
should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

s/Harvey L. Chaffin

Harvey L. Chaffin

Attorney for Commission Defendants
215 W. Shawnee

Tahlegquah, OK 74464

Tele: (918)931-1850 Fax: (888) B09-0612
E-Mail: hlchaffinegreencountryabstract.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on April 22 2013, I caused a true and
correct copy of the within and foregoing Answer of the Election
Commigsion Defendants to be electronically transmitted to the Court
via ECF for filing and also electronically transmitted a copy of
the same via E-Mail to the following:

Attorneys for Freedman Defendants/Counter-Plaintiffs/Cross-

Claimants:
Alvin Dunn Jonathan T. Velie
Jack McKay VELIE LAW FIRM PLLC
Cynthia C. Robertson 401 W. main Street, Suite 310
PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN Norman, OK 73067
2300 N Street, N.W. Phone: {405) 310-4333
Washington, D.C. Facsimile: (405) 310-4334
Phone: (202) 663-8355 jon@velielaw.com

Facsimile: (202) 663-8355
alvin.dunnepillisburylaw.com
jack.mckay@pillsburylaw.com

Attorney for Freedman Defendants:
Thomas G. Allen
Phone: (202) 663-8000
Fax: {202) 663-8007
(no e-mail address service to alvin.dunnepillsburylaw.com)

Attorneys for Plaintiff and Counter Defendants Cherokee Officers:

A. Diane Hammons Todd Hembree, Attorney General
Campbell & Tiger, PLLC Cherokee Nation

2021 8. Lewis, Ste 630 P.O. 948

Tulsa, OXK 74104 Tahlequah, OX 74465
dhammons@campbelltiger.com todd-hembree@cherokee. org
(918) 301-1172 {(918) 453-5652

Chrissi R. Nimmo

Cherckee Nation Office of the
Attorney General

P.0O. Box 948

Tahlequah, OK 74465

{918) 458-6998

Fax: (918) 458-6142

Email: chrigsi-nimmo@cherckee.org
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Attorneys for Federal Defendants:

Amber Blaha

Agsistant Section Chief

D.C. Bar no. 471008

Frederick Turner

Attorney

Law and Policy Section

Environment & Natural Resources Division
U.S5. Department, of Justice

P.O. Box 7415, Ben Franklin Station
Washington, D.C. 20044-7415
Telephone: 202-616-5515

Fax: 202-514-4231
amber.blaha@usdo].gov

frederick. turner@usdoj.gov

OF COUNSEL:

JENNIFER L. TURNER

Attorney-advisor

Division of Indian Affairs

Office of the Solicitor

Department of the Interior

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240

Telephone: 202-208-6260

(no e-mail address service to amber.blahaeusdoj.gov)

s/Harvey I.. Chaffin

Harvey L. Chaffin
Attorney for

Commission Defendants
215 W. Shawnee
Tahlequah, OK 74464
Tele: (918)9531-1850
Fax: (888) B09-0612
E-Mail: hichaffin@green
countryabstract.com



